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into a bush. The king immediately cleared the bush. Lo and
behold he discovered Markandeya Maharishi and Bhooinidevi
doing their penance at that place. He then heard a voice from
heaven (asareeri) which said:
"O Sibi Raja! I will be born in course of time as a
son of Dasaratha, I will destroy Havana at that time". Sibi
Chakravarthi was a bit taken aback as he wondered from where
the voice was coining and if he were to obey the voice his having
brought the armed forces from distant Ayodhya would become
an infructuous, futile, exercise. He therefore loudly expressed
his doubts and wondered about his future course of action after
having spent so much of money and having brought his entire
army across the continent Again,the asareeri voice spoke and
directed him to build a temple at Svetha giri to Perumal. The
voice said that Perumal would be appearing at Thiruvellarai in
order to fulfil a promise that he had given to Thayar. It is said
that once Thayar expressed a desire to have the pelasure of rul-
ing the world created by the Lord. Perumal assured her that
she would be given an opportunity to do "sengol paripalanam" at
Thiruvellarai when Perumal would be descending to the earth
in response to the penance of Markandeya maharishi and Bhoo-
midevi. The voice therefore asked Sibi Chakravarthi to prepare
the ground as it were.
There is yet another version of the Sthala puranam. As
per that version when Sibi Chakravarthi saw the white boar
disappear, he went to the place where Markendeya rishi was
living. He asked him to explain the curious phenomenon of
the white boar's disappearance. Markandeya rishi with his
gnana drushti said that the white boar was none other than
Perumal Himself in his Varaha avataram and that the King was
very lucky to have had a vision of the Lord and he requested
Sibi Chakravarthi to continue to live there, build a temple for
Perumal. The rishi also said that Lord would soon take the
Rama avataram and that the King of Lanka would meet his end
at the hands of Perumal himself.
Accordingly Sibi Chakravarthi built the temple on the
hillock viz. Svetha giri and installed the Perumal in the archa